COCUHEHS BISUHE 



UD 016 9fl5 

Sciara^ Frank J, 

Pather Absence^ An Overlooked Factor in the Lack of 
Ichiavement of Black Children In litla I Schools, 
Apr 77 
13p, 

MP-$0^83 HC-$%67 Pltis Postage* 

^Academic Achi©¥ement| *Black Students i Black Youth; 
Pamily fiolai Pamily StrUGturai ^Patharlasa Pamilyi 
^Paderal Programs,! Participation i ^lemadial 
Mathamaticsi *P#medial Heading 

*Elaffientary Secondary Bducation let Titla 1| ISII 
Title I 



Ihis documant presents a study of the effaots of 
father absance upon the academic achievement of black children » 
Children in ramedial reading and math programs from 20 Title I 
schools in a single midwestern matropolitan school di.^trict were 
studied. The father absence rate for black children in this school 
system averaged 30%, The study indicates that children from father 
absent homas are ovar represented in tha Title I remedial reading 
program. Banging from a lov of 48.38^ in the 5th grade to a high of 
70,iaa in the 3rd grade^ their overall percentage is 58,17^ nearly 
double the expectancy, in analysis of the Title I remedial math 
program revaals a similar pattarn. Hith an expectancy of 30%^ black 
children from father absent homes range from a low of 49^29% in the 
5ti grade ^ to a high of 6a ^ SIX in the 4th grade ^ with an average Qf 
56, 75%, Ho attempt was made to ascertain the percentage of white 
children from father absent homes in Title I remedial programs 
because no referent on which to base expectancy was available for 
this population. Nationally^ the rata of father absence in white 
families is slightly over 10S. The over representation of black 
children from father absent homes in the Title I remedial program 
would tend to support the notion that father absance does have a 
definite effect upon some children's academic achievement. 
(Author/IM) 
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Althou^ t^ere has been a reoent em^asis u^n tfee early eduastion 
of aMldren p^ents, most of ttie effoytg have oentared m^n the tasks 
of toe wother^ This appe«'s to be lo^oal since tmst of the iftteraQtiona 
of young ehilct-*to-adid.ts are wi'tti the TOtoer. or a mother substitute* 

As tte bMmer for equality of edueational oppor-bi^ty is hoisted 
for children from low inoome baok^oundsi oontinued efforts upon working 
with mothers to help their children tow^ds school readijiess is apparent. 
For young children^ Uieae efforts appear to demonstrate positive resets 
in the prijnary p^adea, OEly to be lost in Bridge and upper grades i as 
Ju^ed by a eyeful fitudy of aohieYenient teat scores in Title I schools 
and toe never-ending jMober of remedial reading and remedial math pro* 

Too ofteni the e^n^toms of the problem are treated, but not the 
causes. In the case of disadvantaged black children in Titie I schools, 
the response to educational failwe has been the enactment of more ela-^ 
borate schemes far remediatiQn* For the most p^t, toese efforts have 
had limited results* Some of the lack, of success of remediaJ. programs 
may be due to the disregard of ^ dir^rtant variable which may have a 
distinct effect upon the edueational achievement of black disadvantaged 
youngsters— father absence* The increase in black fandliee headed by a 
woman has risen at an alajroing rate* In 1950| according to the U#S» ; 
Bweau of toe Census^, oid.y 17*^ of all non--white famdlies were headed by 
a fmale, as eomp^ed wito 8.5^ for ^te f^lies. By 1975$ 10*5^ of 
all i^diite faMlles were headed by a female, but for the non-white ^oup, 
tiUpg had increased to 35*3^* 

- 3 

o ■ ■ 



Althou^ l^e conda-tion of father absence ^^ng blades has a long- 
st^^ng toadltion dating back to slavery in Amerieai inaiiy social soisn- 
tiets had fff*e^otad that ai blaok insn were ^forded neater job opportim-- 
itias in a iooitty charaetiriged by white raoiMp the rata of father ab- 
aanoe would dsolina* Blacteu still lag baMnd whites in cobst sooial and 
aoonoialc aremBf "^ut sUGh uhrjigea as increased CTsployment, including greater 
movement into hi^er payini; white cell^, oraftsmwi and operative jobs, 
mA impassive advanQe.i in educational attaiOTenti as well as ingre 
black college enrollment^ fail to s^cpladto; the tremendous gain of father 
absence in black fasdly stoxcturee* " . 

Ra-Uier than speculate upon the pIfenoHienDn of increasing fattier ab- 
sence amDng black fMdliea, ^e thrust of this Btu<^ is to aclmowledge 
its presence and to look at the possible effects of ttiia condition on 
the educational achievement of children. 

A review of the literature regarding the effects of fa-titier absence^r 

revels a mixed pattera* V^hile Moynihto's highly controversial report. 

The Negro Famllji The Case for National Action^ makes a strong case for 

the problems reBvQ.ting from f athsr absent homes in several areas, it 

fails to make mention of studiLea regarding the academic achievement of 

black youngsters* Other stuctte^i however^ are available. 

One such study of 60 cMldren in a prt-*school pro^Mi from low 

k 

income black fand^liee by Mackie and others, found that subjeots from 
father present homes did better as evidenced by test peatforoance on 
several instrroients* They also concluded that althou^ the income 
level of father present homes was almost double those of the fattker ab- 
sent type, the aowelation between income luad was only .I?* 
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Deutfloh and Bra^m fDimd that for males ^ tmBlem md -ti^B oombined 

gwup, sooras of both white and Kegpo children ware Mgher for thosa 

from father present homes. The study reveals an average Jjitelllganoe 

soora of 97*83 for childbPen from f a^er prtsent homes as coi^ared with 

an average soora of 90.79 fox* 'Uioaa from father absent homes* 

g 

Mother etu^ by Dautaoh of 200 foiariai, f^idi^ and sixth grade 
children from low inoome f aollias In a 99^ Nagro aohoolf lad him to can- 
elude thiLt although fatherless chlldran scored sipuficantljr lower on 
school achievement tests i the broken home factor was not tha basic deter- 
minant of ^oup diff ereniees. 
7 

Colem^^ reg^ded tt.e effects of father absence inslgaificantly re- 

'\ 

V 

latad to school parfomanca accept for youngsters from Puerto Ricani 

Chinese I or Meriaan sub^oups* A second analysis of t^e Coleman data 

8 

by Tablar anjd others lad tihem to state that children from father absent 

homes scored lower thar* cMltoen from father present homes, but that all 

scores relative to father absence ware Insl^lf leant \Aimn compared with 

race ddJ'farances* 

Using the Col^nan model for a study of 2600 white and i^nwhlta 

9 

students in grad'is.tona, thraa, sl%| and eltfht^ Wilson found mxed ra- 
iultSf Coiqparing low S£S students having hi^ ^ades in ^glishf he 
found ttiat both Ne^^ md \diite father absent boys scored better than 
fa'Uier ]^asant boys# Additionally, it was fotmd on verbri test scores 
%hm% father absant boys scored sipiiglcantly hi^ar in thitd ^ada, 
lower in sixth e?ada, and no si^U-flcmt ^fferenca in tha fijrst and 
eighth grades. Wilson stated that the resi:Q,ts ware so mued as to defy 



intarpretationi eonolu^Ag that father absenoe is not a oritiaal v^iable 
in regards aohool parfomajaeg, 

Stud^^ng childrtn in a "typical" H^lem school led Mackler^^ to eon- 
elude that iohool aeMevement was not signif ieu^tly related to father 
absono€« 

1 1 

A study by Waaseiman of Neff?o boys in a low income housing project 
from 117 fasilias found no differenoes related to father absenoe in school 
aoMevement or school attitudeg*. 

12 ^ 
Howeveri a study by Peterson ^d others of ajjioit boys from 

low income f lilies fo\md thats 

Althou^ it is neoessary to exercise oaution in interpreting 
^,_^^e *^rect effect of family tj^^ on achievement due to a host 
of other factors probably associated with family deecription, 
=> ithe findings suggest a positive assoGiation between intact 

fwoily and achievemtntt particularly for Ne^oes, 

14 

Her^og and Sugia after renewing a nraaber of studies conaemed with 
father absence stated the following i 

With regard to aoadendc perfommcey it seems unlikely that 
father absence in itself would show significant relation to 
poorer school achievement, if relevant v^iables (including^ 
type of father absence BXid SES) were adequately controlled. 

Soiara''^ studied the achievement test scores in reacUjig and math of 
over 1000 inner--city black f om'th ^aders over a two year period and 
fowid statisticaily sipdficant differences favoring -toe academic achieve- 
ment of both boys and ^rls from father present homes. Father absenoe had 
a much ^eater effect in this study UfNDn both boys and ^^Is whose meas*- 
ured I.Q. score was over 100* 

Past stucttes fail to ai^ive at consistent conclusions regajrding the 
effects of f a'tiier absenoe uj^n ^e acadenric achievement of black children. 
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Against tMs pmrplexins baek^*omid of information^ the author decided to 
#3Cani3me the possihle effects of father ahstnoe by analyziiig the repreien- 
tation of hlaok chiltoen in reme^al reading and rtme^al math pro* 
^ama of 20 Title I sehoola in a single laidwestern metropolitan sohool 
dlstriot* 

Ei^t of the most deprived iehoola in this sehool dietriot had been 
previously (1972) inoluded in modtl cities schools. Prom evaluatios 
re^rta of these sohoolSf ttie father absenoe rate in blaok f dailies had 
been established at JO peroent* Using this figra^e as a referent , the 
question of degree of representation of blaak yoimgeters from father ab* 
sent homes in reme^al programs cotd.d be answered* 

It was hypothesised that imder^representatlon (or a figiu?e less-than 
30 peroent) or average representation (wound the 50 pereent figi^e) 
wo\^d demonstrate that father absenoe had no eff eot upon the eduoational 
achievement of blaok Chilean in these Title I schools. Conversely, 
0ver--representation of black children from father absent horaasf in Title I 
remedial pro-ams would demonstrate the effect of this condition upon 
student acMevTOent* 

Children placed in Title I remedial programs in tliis school district 
are those who are judged to be of nomal intelligence, but whose acMeve- 
ment tests scores are below average. i 

A removal of the scores of white children from the list of ^ose in 
the Title I reme^al rea^ng pro^ami allowed the separation of tt.e re- 
maining scores of - black chiltoen to be divided into those from father ab- 
sent homes and those from father present homes. This is shown in Table 1. 

1 



A BHEAroovn? OP Tm FJm.V£ OTATUS 
READDTG PROffilAM 197^-1975 



Grade No, of Children. Prom No, of Children Prom 

Level Patlier Absent Homtrs Percen'fc Pather Present Homfis Peroent Total 



2 13 ^.16 11 45,85 24 

3 47 70.14 20 29.85 67 

4 40 54.79 33 45.20 73 

5 45 48.38 ..,48 51.61 93 

6 26 63,41 £5 i6,58 4i 

mm 58,17 4l,8i 



Children from father absent homes we definitely over-represented in 
the Title I Remedial Reading Program, Ran^jig from a low of 48.38 per- 
cent in the 5th ffr&dm to a hi^ of 70, l4 percent in the 3r'd grade,' their 
overal?. pereentage is 58,17f nearly double the escpeetaiicy, 

£n analysis of the Title I remedial math prop'am reveals a similar 
pattem. This is shown in Table 2* 



TAMB 2 

A BRlAimOWN OF Tm STATUS 
OP BLACK CHUaMN IN Tm TTEIM I 

RlMEaDIAL mTR PROORM 1974-1975 



Grade 


No. of Children Prom 




No. of 


Children Prom 






Level 


Pather Absent Homes 


Percent 


Pather 


Present Homes 


Percent 


Tot^ 


4 


60 


64.51 






35.48 


93 


5 


35 


49.29 




36 


50,70 


71 


6 


35 


56.45 








62 




A"\^AGE 


56.75 
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With t^eet^oy sf 30 pepoenti Blaek cMldren from father absent 
homes ranga trom a low of 49*29 peroant in th© gth gradSj to a hi^ of 
6^.51 paroant the 4th ^ada in tiie remadial math program, with m 
aYarage of 56«75 percent. OTar-rap:^aeantation in rema^al matti pro- 
^am is e'^dent* 

No attao^t was made to aioartaln the peroantage of \Aita ablldran 
from f a'ttar absent homes in Title I reme^al progrsma beaause no raf er- 
ent on whioh to base es^eatanoy was available for this population* 
Nationallyp the rata of father absanae in white familias i,^ slightly 
OTsr 10 para ent* If ttds figure were uaad (and is raliable for this 
l^pulation)^ it appaars that whita aMldren from fattiar absent homes wDuld 
be over Eapresanted also In tba Title I ramacU.al pro-ams* 

Thm QTar-repreaentation of blaok ohiltoen from father absent homes 
in the Title I ramadial progrwia would tend to support the notion that 
father abaanoa doaa have a definita affeot u^n soma oMldran^a aeademio 
aahievament* Caution must be used in any attw^t to ganeralisa this effaat 
beyond tha sample studied* Slnae the litf onnatioA was ^'aim from ohil^en 
in ramed£41- pro-ams only, kMwladga of tha aaademio perform^ce of other 
blaak ghildran from father absent homes -in these 20 Title I schools ia 
not Imown* A aomparison of i^s type ao\;dLd produQe addition^ inf orma-* 
tion lAiah m^t atrangthan or weaken the aonoluaions from 1^© study 
of blaak children in Title I remedial proip*ama*. 

To mimy, tMa is sansitiYa data ^Aiah is diffiault or ta^ssible to 
obtain from aaboel ^strieta who faar they may ba violating federal laws 
re^rdlng the right to privaoy act. 

9 
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Some adueatora may adopt a "so what" attitudej citing the fact that 
aehools camiot change the conctttion of father absenoe in the homes of 
children. Yetj can sohaols profess to he m5irt.ng in the direotion of 
"equality of educational opportwity" and fail to stuc^ or ipiore this 
rapidly growing conation among low Income black fainilies? Fattier pres- 
ence woid»d seem to foster greater coheaiveness of f^ily, a neater 
variety of family aotl^ties, a ^eater qiiantity of adi^t*^ehild verbal 
interaction, and a neater e^eriential variety thaji would fattier absence. 
These characteriatics of family life are activities whioh are directly 
related to acadernic achievement of children md are of ^e t^e conmonly 
found in the present approaches of those ^o seek to increase the parent 
role in the eduoational process of children. 

If further stupes d^wnstrate the negative influence of father 

absence upon the acadendc aohievMient of black youngsters, "Uien ctr-^ 

tftlniy compensatory education pro-ams will be morally obliged to 

att^pt measures vdiich overoome this home condition, A recently published 
17 

study by Henry in wMch boys ^o were read to by tJieir fathers for the 
six month period iimiediately prece^ng entrance into first ^ade scored 
siprificantly hi^er on pre^ctor instrviments for first ^ade rea^ng 
achievement than boys read to by 'Uieir cithers f or boys in an implanned 
situation for the same period. When one considers the preponderajiae of 
Instructional and supportive services in compensatory educational pjc*o- 
p?auM wMch ^e conducted by females t then the possibility of thm need 
for nialc Influence as a catalyst for accelerated ^ovrUa in academie 
achievement I for some cMldranp looms as a potential consideration. 
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ibstraet ■ . ' ■ 

.. Pather ibaenee. An Ovarleoked 

.?aotor in the .Laek bf AcMevtaent 
• of BlAck CMWrtn in mtlt 1 Sehooli 

■ StudiM #f the past present eoiuPimiag findings regia-dlng the effeets 
of f ather absenee u^n ^e aeade^e aehievTOent of black children. In 
•tois study, children In ranedlal reading and aa^ proff-aM from 20 Title I 
sehools ln a single ^la^atera mttropolitaii school district were studied^ 
^.^e father abaeiWe i«te for-bl^ 
30. percent. Representation of black ehlldren from father abseat homes in ^ 
remedial prop-ams beyond mm 30 percent rate Wd appear to aubstaatla^^^ 
the notion ;&at father absence does have a definite 'effect i^n lie aea-U^ 
, -clemic aehleyement of ehlldren , - • ■ ^^ 4^ ^ - - - , ^ 

It was found that 58 percent of -toe black chlidren In the Title 1 r " 
r^edlal reading pro^^ were from father absent hMaes ^A-to sll^tly^ over > ^ 
56 percent of the same tree of ehlldren 'foimd =^ the Title ■i reme^ 
pro^^. 2Ms is alidost "double -Uie rate of ea^ectancy. 

A reluctance by public schools to irWter or release this kind of 

data is noted. The author states ttiat additional studies should be done 

in an effort to analyze the effMta of fattier absence to academic achieve- 
ment. , , , 

Schools e^ot change -toe eondition of falser absence in a child's 
home, but to effect equality of educational opportunity for some children, 
they have a moral obligation to attempt compensatory measures i^eh help, 
to overcome this ^enomenon. =. . — • j . .. , ™„ 
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